
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 13 June 2017] 

 p749b-750a 
Dr Mike Nahan; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

EDUCATION CENTRAL POLICY 

111. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Is it true that ministers met only with bureaucrats and did not visit a single 
school, and will the Premier now apologise to the people of Western Australia for this waste of taxpayers’ funds? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
It is true that on this trip by the Leader of the Opposition in 2011 — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It was a 29-day trip, paid for by the taxpayers, of which 26 days was spent on holidays. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Twenty-six days! Here it is in black and white. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It was a $15 000 trip, of which the Leader of the Opposition spent 26 out of 29 days on 
holidays. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the second time. 

Point of Order 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: The question was quite clear: is it true that ministers met only with bureaucrats and did not 
visit a single school? He is not answering that. That is the problem with the Premier on this issue: he is avoiding 
answering questions. 
The SPEAKER: Member, if you get up and continue on like that, I will call you to order again. That was not 
a point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is true that the Leader of the Opposition spent nearly $15 000 of taxpayers’ money on 
a trip to America, of which 26 of the 29 days were spent on holidays. 

Point of Order 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Point of order, Mr Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: This had better be a good point of order seeing you are on two calls. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The question was specifically about the trip to Sydney; it had nothing do with the 
Leader of the Opposition’s trip to America, with an imprest account. 
The SPEAKER: When you ask questions, you do not necessarily get the answers you want, but it is what the 
Premier is giving you. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: As I indicated to the house, in the case of — 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Are you querying my ruling, member for Carine? I call you to order for the third time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: As I indicated to the house, meetings were held between the relevant ministers and 
members of the Department of Education, architects and planners. There was some other engagement with the 
former managing director of Main Roads, now Deputy Secretary Infrastructure and Services at Transport for 
New South Wales, in relation to transport issues. It was within the guidelines of the former government’s 
Premier’s circular of 2014. I also note that neither minister spent 26 days on holidays over there. 
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